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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 37 
CFR 1 .72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Page 6 line 
14 the word 'eon' should be replaced with 'on.' 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

3. New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in this 
application because the applicant refers to Fig 1 , 2A and 2B in the specifications but 
has mislabeled the drawings as Fig 1A, 1A and 1B. The corrected drawings are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

4. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: 16. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or 
amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
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Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 6-9, 12-14 and 17 are 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Publication 2002/0042628 to Chin et al. 

a. Claims land 7: Chin shows catheter including an end portion having a 
platform as in claim 1 or a radially outwardly expandable ring attached to the 
insertion end of the catheter extending substantially radially outwardly therefrom 
as in claim 7 (#16) with a lumen (#14) having an insertion end and an opposite 
end (See Fig 4). 

b. Claim 12: Chin shows an expandable ring capable of being attached to a 
catheter (See Fig 4 #16). 

c. Claims 2, 8 and 13: Chin discloses that the platform is formed of a 
biocompatible expandable material for expanding in situ ([0038]). 

d. Claim 3, 9 and 14: Chin shows an expandable material is capable of 
expanding two to three times the original size (See Fig 4). 
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e. Claim 6: Chin shows that the platform is ring-shaped and is capable of 
being attached to a catheter (See Fig 4). 

f. Claim 17: Chin discloses a method of treating an aneurysm by inserting 
the catheter into an artery in need of treatment (See claim 8) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 4-5, 10-1 1 , 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Publication 2002/0042628 to Chin et al in view of U.S Patent 
5,258,042 to Mehta etal. 

g. Claims 4, 5, 10, 11, 15 and 16 : Chin discloses an expandable material but 
lacks that is hydrophilic or a hydrogel as in claim 5. Mehta discloses an 
expandable material that is a hydrophilic hydrogel (See Column 2 lines 54-67). It 
would be obvious to one skilled in the art during the time of the invention to 
modify the material used by Chin with the material used by Mehta in order to 
easily swell to full expansion. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DIVA RANADE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7456. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 7:30-5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Melba Bumgarner can be reached on (571) 272-4709. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Melba Bumgarner/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 4138 

ID. R.l 

Examiner, Art Unit 4138 



